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FIRE PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION
 
The Jerome Township Division of Fire, being the Fire Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) has established the following Fire Protection requirements to aid developers and architects in planning new construction within our jurisdictional boundaries.  
 
It is highly encouraged all prospective developers and contractors setup a pre-design meeting to review the Jerome Township Division of Fire requirements during their project planning process. All building owner(s) / occupant(s) contractors, vendors, tenant landlords, etc. should become familiar with these requirements.   
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT ACCESS:  
 
Fire Apparatus Access Roads and General Access  
As per the 2017 Ohio Fire Code Appendix D 
References:  Ohio Fire Code 2017 
*Access SHALL be maintained during all phases of construction.   
 
1. Fire Lane locations shall be determined by the Fire AHJ; shall be a minimum of 26 feet wide; and shall be properly signed and striped. Alternative fire lane construction methods shall meet accessibility requirements in all environmental conditions, 24 / 7 / 365 days a year.   
 
2. Fire Lanes shall be lawfully denoted by signage and pavement markings.   
 
3. Overhead clearance shall be a minimum of 13 feet 6 inches.  
 
4. Secure key boxes: Knox Rapid Entry System key box (or boxes) shall be installed in a location determined by the Fire AHJ, approximately 5 feet above finished grade. (AHJ will determine if additional secure key boxes are needed for large complexes.)   
 
5. Street names and addresses shall be submitted for review by the Fire AHJ prior to final approval. All street address numbers shall be visible from the public street at night and affixed on both front and rear of the buildings.   
 
6. Sites secured by fencing and/or gates shall provide access to the Fire department utilizing a Knox padlock specifically keyed for Jerome Township Division of Fire.  
 
7. Signage as required by the AHJ.  
 FIRE HYDRANTS:  
1. Public and private fire service mains and appurtenances shall be a minimum of a 6-inch line.  
 
2. Spacing between fire hydrants along public or private streets shall not exceed 350 feet. The minimum distance to the building where a fire hydrant can be located is 40 feet.  
 
3. All fire hydrants shall be located no more than 350’ apart.  
 
4. Fire hydrants shall have a 5 inch “Storz” fitting and two additional 2-1/2-inch side discharge ports equipped with National Standard Hose Thread. (All Threads provided for fire department connections to sprinkler systems, standpipe systems, yard hydrants or any other fire hose connection shall be compatible with the connections utilized by the local fire department.)  
 
5. All hydrants shall be installed, inspected, tested, and approved in accordance with NFPA 24 and meet the local water purveyor's hydrant specifications.   
 
6. Fire hydrants shall be functional prior to any vertical construction of a structure.  
 
7. Public hydrants shall be painted red and blue per Marysville water Dept. and private hydrants painted all red.   
 
8. At no time can a fire hydrant be rendered a “Dead-End Hydrant” 
 
9. Sites that are installing retention ponds may be required to install a “Dry-Hydrant” as determined by the AHJ. 
 
SPRINKLER SYSTEM:  
1. Provide a 5-inch “Storz” fitting, with a 30-degree turn-down, for ALL Fire Department Connections (FDCs).  
 
2. The Fire Department Connection shall be located within 50 feet of a fire hydrant. Remote connections will have approval of Fire Department AHJ provided access and protection from vehicle traffic, in the same manner as a fire hydrant. Fire Department AHJ shall approve all FDC locations.  
 
3. Fire department connections shall be located not less than 35 in. (889 mm) no more than 40 in. (1016 mm) above the level of the adjoining ground, sidewalk, or grade surface. This height shall be the center of the “Storz” cap.   
 
 SPRINKLER SYSTEM Cont.:  
4. FDC testing:  All fire department connections shall be required to pass a hydrostatic test (200# per 2 hours) as required for the building fire suppression system. All FDC lines shall be flushed prior to final approval and witnessed by the fire AHJ.  
 
5. FDC shall be labeled per AHJ- "JTFD” and shall be permanently mounted on all fire department connections serving fire sprinklers, standpipes, or fire pump connections. Horn / Strobe light located outside in place of water gong / bell.  
 
6. Fire hydrant and FDC shall be located on the same side of the street.  
 
7. Provide an audible and visual alarm on the outside wall above the Fire Department Connection. Subject to approval by AHJ.  
 
8. All sprinkler control valves must be supervised with tamper devices connected to the fire protection supervisory system and to a central station alarm service.  
 
9. The sprinkler system shall be installed in accordance with the most recent version of NFPA 13.   
 
STANDPIPE SYSTEMS:  
1. Standpipe systems shall comply with all the requirements of NFPA 14 for a Class III Standpipe System (2 ½ inch hose connections) including minimum flow rates and residual pressure requirements.  
 
2. An adequate number of class II standpipes shall be installed to allow any point in the building to be reached by a 100-foot length of hose and a 25-foot water stream. Standpipe connections shall be required at all designated Exit Locations. 
  
3. Fire Hose/Fire Hose Racking installations SHALL NOT be installed for use by building occupants without prior approval from the Fire AHJ. Where the building is protected throughout by an approved automatic sprinkler system, hose stations for use by the building occupants shall not be required, subject to the approval of the AHJ.  
 
4. A shut-off valve shall be provided at each hose connection location.  
FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS:  
1. Fire Alarm Systems shall require prior review with the Fire AHJ.      
*(Systems shall be addressable, which indicates on the panel readout exactly what device that is in alarm or trouble)  
 FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS Cont.:  
2. Fire Alarm System installations and testing shall comply with all the requirements in accordance with NFPA 72.  
 
3. A remote fire alarm enunciator panel located near a front (and/or rear) entry point, by the Knox box and operable by any first responder.  
 
4. There will be posted at all fire alarm control panel(s) (FACP) (and a copy given to Fire AHJ) a diagram of the facility floor plan(s) with the specific location of all devices as shown on the FACP. 
 
5. The following information shall be posted on FACP & available for FD:  
a. Central station monitoring company name.  
b. Central station monitoring contact numbers.  
c. Any & all necessary account passwords / pass codes related to the occupancy.  
d. Any & all necessary passwords related to the fire alarm systems. 
e. Any & all necessary Fire Alarm Control Panel (FACP) Passwords / Pass Codes. 
 
EMERGENCY RESPONDER COMMUNICATIONS:   
1. All buildings shall have an approved radio coverage for emergency responders to meet Rule 5, Section 510 of the 2017 Ohio Fire Code.   
 
VEHICLE IMPACT PROTECTION:  
As per Rule 3, Section 312 of the Ohio Fire Code 2017   
(L) SECTION 312 VEHICLE IMPACT PROTECTION   
(1) 312.1 General. Vehicle impact protection required by this code shall be provided by posts that comply with paragraph (L)(2)(312.2) of this rule or by other approved physical barriers that comply with paragraph (L)(3)(312.3) of this rule.   
(2) 312.2 Posts. Guard posts shall comply with all of the following requirements:   
(a) Constructed of steel not less than 4 inches (102 mm) in diameter and concrete filled.   
(b) Spaced not more than 4 feet (1219 mm) between posts oncenter.   
(c) Set not less than 3 feet (914 mm) deep in a concrete footing of not less than a 15-inch (381 mm) diameter.   
(d) Set with the top of the posts not less than 3 feet (914 mm) above ground.   
(e) Located not less than 3 feet (914 mm) from the protected object.  
(3) 312.3 Other barriers. Barriers, other than posts specified in paragraph (L)(3)(312.2) of this rule, that are designed to resist, deflect or visually deter vehicular impact commensurate with an anticipated impact scenario shall be permitted where approved.  
 
CYLINDER / TANK STORAGE of Compressed Gases (Including Propane, Carbon Dioxide etc.)    
As per Rule 5303.5 (Security) and Section 5304 (Storage) Ohio Fire Code 2017  
           References:  Ohio Fire Code 2017 
 
During Construction 
3310.1 Required access. Approved vehicle access for firefighting shall be provided to all construction or 	demolition sites. Vehicle access shall be provided to within 100 feet (30 480 mm) of temporary or 	permanent fire department connections. Vehicle access shall be provided by either temporary or 		permanent roads, capable of supporting vehicle loading under all weather conditions. Vehicle access 	shall be maintained until permanent fire apparatus access roads are available. 
 
3312.1 When required. An approved water supply for fire protection, either temporary or permanent, 	shall 	be made available as soon as combustible material arrives on the site. 
 
3313.1 Where required. In buildings required to have standpipes by paragraph (E)(3)(a)(905.3.1) of rule 		1301:7-7-09 of the Administrative Code, not less than one standpipe shall be provided for use during 	construction. Such standpipes shall be installed prior to construction exceeding 40 feet (12 192 mm) in 	height above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access. Such standpipe shall be provided with 	fire department hose connections at accessible locations adjacent to usable stairways. Such standpipes 	shall be extended as construction progresses to within one floor of the highest point of construction 	having secured decking or flooring. 
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