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Community Background
& Project Need

Jerome Township is a vibrant and growing community located in Union County, Ohio,
neighboring Marysville, Dublin, and Plain City. With a current population of approximately
10,000 people! and projections of continued population growth over the next decade—driven
by expanding job opportunities—the Township is increasingly attracting young families
seeking a high quality of life.

Rooted in a proud legacy dating back to its formal organization in 1821, Jerome Township
played an influential role during the Civil War, with many residents answering the call to
serve. Today, that pioneering spirit lives on as the community embraces a new chapter
marked by expansion, innovation, and possibility.

As development continues to evolve, Jerome Township balances its unique blend of rural
charm and suburban convenience, making it a desirable place to live, raise a family, and
invest in the future.

Residents enjoy easy access to natural assets like Glacier Ridge Metro Park and several
local parks, yet the absence of a formal Park & Recreation Plan presents a timely
opportunity. With a surge in community interest—revealed through surveys, leadership
meetings, and heartfelt conversations—there is strong enthusiasm for more interconnected
trails, dynamic park amenities, and communal spaces that foster belonging and wellness.

As Jerome Township prepares for the next wave of growth, the moment is ripe to shape a
bold and thoughtful vision for greenspace. By leveraging township-owned parks, cemeteries,
and surrounding natural features, leaders can cultivate meaningful connections to nature—
both for current residents and those who will call Jerome Township home in the years ahead.

The path forward will require creative funding strategies to establish a sustainable Parks &
Cemetery Program, but promising solutions exist. State and local grant programs, along with
successful models from similar communities, can guide the way toward realizing this vision.

This document aims to inspire and empower Jerome Township to proactively plan for

greenspace—ensuring that growth is met with opportunity, and that every resident benefits
from a more connected, livable, and nature-rich community.

-------------------------------- o

1 Census Data: 2020 Decennial Census
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Demographics Analysis

The population in Jerome Township experienced a large
uptick in 2020. The population grew from around 6,000 to
about 10,000 in 2020*. There has continued to be a steady
increase since then. The forecasted population is expected
to follow this trend as the forecasted population in 2050 is
around 17,0003

Age distribution data show a notable shift toward family-age
and middle-aged residents. In 2023, the largest cohorts are
ages 5-14, 35-49, and under 5, indicating many families
with young children. Jerome Township’s population of 35-49
year olds is much higher than the national average?. This

is interesting to note given that, nationwide, this age range
is also the most likely to regularly participate in outdoor
recreation®. Also, the population of older adults (65+) is
growing modestly but will likely increase as current middle-
aged residents age.

The community has a relatively high median home sale
price of $682,500 (June 2025) and the average median
household income is $179,3212. Both of these values are
more than double Central Ohio’s median values, which site
at $305,000 and $80,000 respectively.

Jerome Township residents are primarily white with nearly
75% of the population. Asian residents make up about 18%.
Other races make up the remaining 7% of the population.
Jerome Township has a proud history of service with many
original residents playing an influential role in the Civil War

and wars since. This history and service is recognized at the

township’s Soldiers Monument.

1 Census Data: 2020 Decennial Census

2 Census Data: 2023 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
3 MORPC GridMAZ forecast

4 2023 _OIA_Participation_Report

Total Population?
9,504

Total Households?
3,394

Median Age?
37.5

Median Household Income?

$179,321
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Recreational Trends

Participation in outdoor recreation among Americans has continued to grow, even as pre-
pandemic routines have resumed. This suggests that the sector has successfully retained
many of the new participants gained over the past three years. However, these newer
participants tend to engage less frequently than earlier cohorts®.

The participant base is becoming increasingly diverse in terms of race/ethnicity, educational
background, and age. Overall, the data indicates a stable outdoor recreation community,
with notable opportunities for growth in demographic segments experiencing significant
expansion.

A survey conducted by the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy (RTC)®found that trail use continues
to rise as the majority of Americans say trails are important to community well-being. Based
on RTC 2022 data, trails use has increased from 2021 to 2022, remaining near pandemic
peak levels and showing a 45% increase compared to pre-pandemic 2019 levels, indicating
sustained long-term demand. Amongst the respondents two groups in particularly reported
an increased trail usage compared to previous year—Black (35%) and Latino (27%).

Current usage patterns show that 62% of Americans use trails once a week or less, but
there is a strong desire to use trails more—26% “a lot more” and 36% “a little more.”
Additionally, 87% believe trails contribute to community well-being.

According to the survey responses, the primary motivation for trail use is exercise followed
by leisure, contact with nature and managing stress. Trails have become essential
infrastructure for physical and mental health. Aligned with Jerome Township residents,
there is a strong public support for increased trail investment and programing with demand
exceeding current supply.

Jerome Townships Parks &
Cemeteries Assessment

Jerome Township has a total of 1,077 acres of recreational open spaces. This includes 28
acres of Township owned community parks, 40 acres of woodlands recently donated to Harry
Wolfe Park, 9 acres of Township owned cemeteries, and 1,000 acres of regional park space
owned and operated by Columbus & Franklin County Metro Parks. Additionally, the township
features 18 miles of existing multi-use paths, most of which are located within Glacier Ridge
Metro Park, with 36 more miles planned. As part if this network, residents have access to
approximately 17 miles of trails in nearby Dublin and Hilliard, 5 miles of which are within
Jerome Township, with 16 additional miles planned.

42023 OIA_Participation_Report
5 New Rails-to-Trails Conservancy Data Shows Strong Demand for Places to Walk, Bike and Be Active Outside
- Rails to Trails Conservancy | Rails to Trails Conservancy
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Township Park Name  Acres Description

Established in the mid-1990s, Jerome Township Firehouse Park was inspired
by Retired Captain Jay Olson, one of the founding members of the Fire
Division. Originally featuring a modest playground and walking path, the park
has since evolved into a vibrant recreational space with modern amenities.
Fire House Park 8.54 | Located in the New California Hills neighborhood behind Fire Station 210, the
park now includes a picnic shelter, charcoal grill, playground, basketball court,
community reading library, and a large open field. It continues to be maintained
by on-duty personnel from the Jerome Township Fire Division and offers
outdoor activities for residents of all ages.®

Harry Wolfe Park features a variety of recreational amenities, including
baseball fields, basketball courts, a playground, a fishing pier, and a shelter
house. The park is named in honor of Harry Wolfe Jr., who served as Union
County Sheriff from 1974 until his death in the line of duty on January 21,
1982, while responding to a residential burglary in progress. A key highlight
of the park is its scenic two-acre pond with a fountain, which is stocked with
trout each spring through a partnership with the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources.’

Harry Wolfe Park 16.18

Ryan Memorial Park was developed on the former site of Ryan Memorial
School, a comprehensive K—12 institution that was built in 1912 and
demolished in 1980. The park now serves the community with recreational
amenities including a basketball court and shelter house.®

Ryan Memorial Park 3.20

Originally dedicated on Memorial Day 1913 to honor the Union Soldiers of the
Civil War. Col. W.L. Curry, who led the 1st Ohio Volunteer Cavalry in the Civil
Soldiers Monument n/a War. The monument was rededicated on October 5, 2013, 100 years after the
original dedication of the monument. The monument was rededicated after
being restored and relocated a short distance from the intersection. °

Existing green space with potential for expanded recreational amenities.
Maintained through an agreement with ODOT, the park offers canoe access
to Big Darby Creek, making it a valuable natural and recreational asset for the
community.

Rt. 736 Park n/a

6 Firehouse Park | Jerome Township Parks | Jerome Township, OH
7 Harry Wolfe Park | Jerome Township Parks | Jerome Township, OH
8 Jerome Township | Union Co. Genealogy
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Township Cemeteries Acres Description

Located on Jerome Road north of the village of Jerome, this cemetery was
originally established as the 1.0.0.F (Independent Order of Odd Fellows)
Jerome Cemetery 7.00 | Cemetery when it was deeded by Israel and Mary Woollam in 1889. The
cemetery was transferred to Jerome Township ownership in 1955, and the
township has operated and maintained it ever since.®

This historical cemetery was donated by Amos Beach from his property and
established as a community burial ground. Originally associated with the
Pleasant Hill Cemetery | 1.26 | Methodist Church and known by various names throughout its history, the
cemetery was officially acquired by Jerome Township in 2023. It serves as a
historical site with no recent burials.®

Located west of California Church, built in 1852, this cemetery contains

the oldest recorded burial dating to 1820. Jerome Township acquired and
expanded it in 1991. The township currently maintains and operates this active
cemetery.®

Other Regional Greenspace
Amenities

7- mile multipurpose trail from Plain City to Downtown Hilliard. This is part of
the Central Ohio Greenways trail network.

New California Cemetery| 0.80

Heritage Rail Trail

A Central Ohio Greenways Trail of Regional Significance connecting Bridge

Emerald Trail Park in Dublin to Glacier Ridge Metro Park

Spans over 1,000 acres and offers a full range of outdoor recreational
amenities. Activities available at the park include biking, cross-country skiing,
disc golf, horseback riding, natural play areas, an obstacle course, picnicking,
and pet-friendly features.

Glacier Ridge Metro Park

Located within the incorporated area of Plain City and is wholly owned and
operated by the village. The park offers a wide range of amenities, including
Pastime Park picnic shelters, a disc golf course, sand volleyball courts, basketball and
pickleball courts, a scenic walking trail, well-maintained baseball fields for
organized games, and a rentable community center.

9 History | Jerome Township, OH
10 Soldiers Monument | Jerome Township, OH
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New California Cemetery

Emerald Trail




Figure 1.1

Parks & Cemeteries Existing Conditions Map
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Public Engagement

As the primary users of parks and cemeteries in Jerome Township, the public played an
integral role in the planning process. Beginning April 8, 2025, and ending on May 11,
2025, a survey was made available to the public to provide feedback about the service,
amenities, and use of parks and cemeteries in Jerome Township. The survey included
22 questions, including questions about preferred park amenities, desired areas of
improvement, suggested locations for future parks, cemetery visitation frequency, and
preferred burial options.

Jerome Township administrators added a link to the survey to their website and posted
a flyer and QR code on the official Township Facebook page six times while the survey
was open. Township administrators also conducted two Facebook Live streams to talk
about the Parks and Cemeteries Plan and answer questions. Lastly, Jerome Township
administrators mentioned the Parks and Cemeteries Plan and affiliated survey during
three board meetings and at their zoning meeting on May 7, 2025.

Approximately 39 respondents completed the survey. All but two respondents reported
living within Jerome Township; four respondents reported they work or own a business
within the Township, nine respondents drive through the township on their way to work,
and ten respondents report visiting Jerome Township for social events and recreation. On
average, respondents have lived or worked in Jerome Township for 7.6 years.
Demographic questions focused on respondent age and family size. Out of the 39
respondents, 22 respondents were aged 28 to 43 years, ten were aged 44 to 59 years,
and seven were aged 60 years or older. Approximately 54% (21) of respondents had at
least one school-aged child in their household. Of those school-aged children, most (9)
children were elementary school-aged, followed by pre-school age (8), kindergarten age
(7), and middle school age or older (7).

When asked about park and cemetery usage, 31 respondents reported visiting only

a park, no respondents reported visiting only a cemetery, five respondents reported
visiting a park and a cemetery, and one respondent reported visiting neither a park nor a
cemetery in Jerome Township.

11



PARKS

The following table represents the percentage of respondents who visit the parks and their
reported frequency:

Visitation Frequency (percent)

Weekly Monthly Annually Never
Firehouse Park 0 0 10.3 30.3 59
Glacier Ridge Metro Park 0 28.2 38.5 30.8 2.6
Harry Wolfe Park 0 51 2.6 20.5 71.8
Ryan Memorial Park 0 0 0 10.3 89.7
Rt. 736 Park 0 0 0 12.8 87.2
Solider Monument Park 0 0 0 20.5 79.5

When asked about preferred park amenities (select up to three), respondents
overwhelmingly chose paved, multi-use trails (34) as their preferred amenity, followed by
a playground (24). Respondents also enjoyed the presence of trees (17) and using the
local swimming pool (16). Open fields, exercise equipment, arts and crafts classes, and
unprogrammed green spaces received the least votes of three or fewer.

Similarly, when asked about amenities that they would like to see in the future (select up to
three), respondents ranked paved, multi-use trails and swimming pools highly (21), followed
by playgrounds (20), and a splash pad (14). Respondents also expressed interest in seeing
more covered picnic areas/gazebos. Unprogrammed green spaces and open fields received
one and zero votes, respectively. Respondents were also asked to choose between wood
chips, rubber chips, poured-in-place rubber surface, and multi-colored rubber surface
playground surfaces. A vast majority of respondents selected either poured-in-place (20) or
multi-colored rubber surfaces (11) as their preferred playground surface.

Respondents were asked to rank their value of park amenities in Jerome Township. The
majority of respondents (20) ranked “Natural Spaces and Trails” as their highest valued
amenity. “Playground and Sports Facilities” and “Location and Accessibility” were ranked
as second and third most valuable. Providing a “Variety of Activities” was ranked as least
valuable, in sixth place.

Respondents were also asked about potential barriers that prevented them from visiting the
parks. The most significant barrier to respondents was the lack of amenities that they desired
(18), followed closely by the barrier of information; respondents do not know where to go

or what amenities are offered. Respondents listed travel difficulties as the least significant
barrier to visiting the parks.
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Figure 1.2

Community Survey Results: Desirable Park Locations in Jerome Township
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When asked about possible improvements to Jerome Townships, modern amenities, such as
new equipment or contemporary park amenities, were the highest-ranked improvement (33),
followed by recreational enhancements, such as increased availability of park equipment
(29), and community and aesthetic features (22). Respondents generally felt that parking,
safety, and accessibility were acceptable.

The survey included two questions related to park acquisition and maintenance, which
were moderately supported. For example, when asked whether they would favor a Joint
Recreation District between Jerome Township and Union County, respondents either
selected “yes” (44%) or “maybe” (46%). When asked whether they would favor Jerome
Township pursuing land trust opportunities to acquire future park sites, most respondents
selected “yes” (26%) or “maybe” (12%).

Finally, the survey included an opportunity for respondents to suggest locations where they
would like to see new or additional park infrastructure. The following locations were most
suggested: 1. Glacier Point Neighborhood; 2. Near Converse Rd. and Mitchell-Dewitt Rd.; 3.
Near the shopping centers of Kroger, Costco, and Dublin Green; 4. Jerome Village; 5. Near
Industrial Parkway and Mitchell-Dewitt Rd.; 6. Glacier Ridge; 7. Near SR-161 or east of SR-
33; 8. Anywhere in the western portion of Jerome Township and County shown in Figure 1.2
(on page 12).

CEMETERIES

The second half of the survey included a few questions about how respondents use and
interact with the cemeteries in Jerome Township. To summarize the findings, Jerome
Township residents visit their cemeteries infrequently, if at all. The following table represents
the percentage of respondents who visit the cemeteries and their reported frequency:

Visitation Frequency (percent)

Weekly Monthly Annually Never
Jerome Cemetery 0 0 2.6 12.8 84.6
Pleasant Hill Cemetery 0 0 0 5.1 94.9
New California Cemetery 0 2.6 2.6 10.3 84.6
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For those who do visit cemeteries, the main purpose was to visit the graves of loved ones
(17 respondents), birdwatching (12), or attending events at the cemetery, such as the
Memorial Day or Veteran’s Day celebrations (10). However, most respondents do not visit at
all (28) and report that their primary reason for not visiting is because they have no reason
to do so. When asked whether they would likely attend activities or other programming at the
cemeteries, most respondents indicated that they were “very unlikely” or “somewhat unlikely”
(59%) to attend such events.

Finally, respondents were asked about which burial options they would be interested in for
themselves for a loved one. Most respondents (19) selected cremation as their preferred
method, followed by burial in a below-ground grave (10) and scattering of ashes (10).
Placement of ashes in a columbarium and green burial were also popular, each with 8 votes.
Burial in an above-ground crypt or private cemetery and incorporation of ashes into memorial
objects were the least favorite burial options.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

TOWN HALL INTERVIEWS

In addition to conducting a public survey, the planning team also reached out directly to
individuals who may have deeper insight into the operations and maintenance of the parks
and cemeteries in Jerome Township. The responses came from the Jerome Township
Administrative Assistant, Office Manager, Zoning Inspector/Planning Coordinator, Fiscal
Officer, and Union County Health Department Program Manager. The individuals were
selected under the guidance of Jerome Township administration based on their experience
working with the parks and cemeteries, or general recreation within the township.

Feedback related to Jerome Township parks aligned with survey responses. For example,
the town hall interviewers agreed that park equipment is outdated and could benefit from
an upgrade, such as adding restrooms, pickleball courts, frisbee golf course, or amenities
that serve groups of diverse ages and abilities. Respondents also noted that recreational
equipment was not conducive for people with disabilities. Respondents did note that
organized community programs and a designated Parks & Recreation Department may
help improve the parks. However, it was also noted that community engagement has been
challenging.

Feedback related to Jerome Township cemeteries was brief. It was clear that the Jerome
Township Maintenance Department is responsible for maintaining the cemeteries and parks
and is funded through the General Fund. Rules and regulations around cemeteries include 1.
Four cremains per plot or a combination of one standard burial plus one cremated remains,
2. No burying on Saturdays after 12:00 PM or on Sundays. When asked about historically
significant people, it was reported that many of the local leaders, Township founders, and
war heroes from the War of 1812 were buried within the cemeteries.
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ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY AND MAJOR FINDINGS

The conversations and feedback gathered from Jerome Township stakeholders offered
meaningful and actionable insights. The following highlights reflect the most significant
themes to emerge from that engagement:

e Demographic concentration: Jerome Township exhibits a significant
population of individuals aged 35-49, a cohort statistically correlated with high
participation in outdoor recreational activities.

e Park usage analytics: Glacier Ridge Metro Park registers the highest visitation
rates among local recreational assets, indicating its prominence within the regional
park network. Firehouse Park and Harry Wolfe Park received some reported
visitation, though at notably lower levels than Glacier Ridge. Ryan Memorial Park,
Route 736 Park, and Soldier Monument Park recorded minimal visitation.

e Trail Infrastructure demand: Trail systems are among the most frequently
requested amenities, reflecting elevated demand non-motorized connectivity and
ways to connect with nature through walking and biking.

e Cultural utilization patterns: Cemeteries are not widely viewed as viable
recreational spaces. Most respondents indicated disinterest in traditional burial
practices, including interment in cemeteries or columbarium structures.

» Amenity deficiencies: Local parks and cemeteries have limited amenities.
While trails emerged as the overwhelmingly most requested amenity, play
equipment, tree canopy enhancements were also highly requested.

e Accessibility & Participation Barriers: Key constraints limiting park
visitation include lack of accessible infrastructure, insufficient amenity provisioning,
and inadequate public information or signage.

e Future Land User Considerations and Investments: A majority of
respondents did not express interest in joining a park district or land trust for the
purpose of acquiring additional recreational land. There is also little interest in
using local taxes to enhance parks & recreation. However, there is community-level
support for the development of new parks, which will require a creative funding
source or future consideration of a formal parks & recreation department and
dedicated funding source.
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Action Plan

The high-level insights from the public engagement serve as the foundations for the
Action Plan that follows. The proposed 4 goals and 18 tasks are organized in 3 ranges of
implementation:

e Short-range timeframe is less than 2 years, with the infrastructure to
accomplish these goals already in place and a focus on programming and marketing.

e Mid-range timeframe is 2 to 5 years, requiring more foundational work to
implement this goal with a focus on building partnerships, enhancing existing and
planning new amenities.

e Long-range goal timeframe is over 6 years as it may require more
substantial planning.

SHORT-RANGE GOALS

Goal A: Advance Parks & Recreation Programming & Activities

Task Name Description

using surveys, digital tools, or in-person events to

Al Collect feedback from residents . .
understand resident programming preferences

agree on common park and cemetery names and
A2 Update parks messaging nomenclature and update websites and signage where
appropriate

such as guided walks, family fun days, farmers markets,

A3 Offer Recreational Programs S
or gardening in the park
Ad Develop a Parks & Recreation to guide the development and maintenance of parks, open
Master Plan spaces, recreation facilities, and programming
A5 Focus on Inclusive Programing such as programs for children and older adults
AG Develop a Trails Master Plan to guide t_he development, management, and connectivity
of the trails network
to assess demand and create a roadmap for investment
A7 Develop a Sports Facilities Plan in soccer fields, baseball fields, and other identified sports

needs

by offering cemetery heritage tours, memorial events,
volunteer-lead beautification days, and celebrations of
local history

Promote use of the Cemetery for

A8 Recreation
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Goal B: Foster Regional Partnerships and Community Stewardship

such as a "Friends of the Parks & Cemetery" group to
Bl Establish a volunteer organization | organize volunteer, raise funds, and support maintenance &
programing
Participate in regional efforts such | to collaborate with neighboring communities such as Dublin
B2 as Central Ohio Greenways, Union | & Plain City and regional organizations to coordinate
County Trail Planning Efforts, and | trail connections, joint programming, and shared use of
LUC transportation planning resources.
B3 Leverage existing civic such as scout groups, local schools, and local business to
organizations support clean-up days, tree plantings, and memorial care
Connect with Glacier Ridges Metro . .
B4 to provide more access and connections
Parks
Develop a Parks Sponsorship that Ieverages the presence of Iarge_ employgrs, with
B5 clearly defined sponsorship categories and tiered levels of
Package o S
recognition, to secure funding in support of the park system

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

MID-RANGE GOALS

Goal C: Enhance the Quality, Function, and Access of Parks & Cemeteries

c1 Plan and Build local and regional to connect more residents to parks, cemeteries, and the
trails recreation opportunities they desire.
c2 Upgrade park & cemetery with paths, modern play equipment, seating, art, and
amenities signage
C3 Digitize park and trail maps to support visitor access.
ca Plant trees and native plants to introduce sustalnable_: landscaping , improve tree canopy,
and enhance the experience
cs Ensure cemetery records are and develop a GIS or similar map to support visitor access,
digitized transparency, and long-term planning
C6 Build a Community Center that supports multigenerational programming and provides
rentable spaces to generate revenue
C7 Build a Recreation Center to promote the physical and mental health of the community

18



LONG-RANGE GOALS

Goal D: Establish a Parks & Recreation Department

Assign a Parks & Recreation to oversee planning, programming, maintenance, and
D1 Lead capital improvements for parks, trails, and cemetery
facilities
D2 Develop a Department Structure tha’F includes roles _for operations, volunteer coordination,
regional collaboration, and
that formalizes responsibilities for cemetery
D3 Create a Maintenance Strategy | maintenance, interment record-keeping, and future
capacity planning within the department’s scope.
D4 Identify a Sustainable Annual for parks, cemetery and trail operations, facility
Budget upgrades, and long-term planning
D5 Establish a Joint Recreation with Union County and Plain City to develop a master
District plan

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ACTION PLAN SUMMARY

While stakeholder engagement revealed

a strong desire to avoid tax increases

for expanding park space, meeting the
growing outdoor recreation needs of Jerome
Township residents will require new sources
of support. Fortunately, a range of creative
funding strategies exist. These include
pursuing state grants such as the Clean Ohio
Conservation Fund or the Clean Ohio Trail
Fund, exploring public-private partnerships,
securing philanthropic contributions, and
engaging “friends-of” groups to help advance
the community’s vision. Short-term goals
require minimal resources, while longer-term
goals will demand more extensive planning
and investment.

As Jerome Township begins to advance
the plan’s recommended goals and
identifies additional resources, many of

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

the action items may be integrated into an
annual Capital Improvement Plan for the
Township. For example, the Township may
choose to allocate annual funding for tree
planting, property acquisition, trail building,
parks programming, etc. Once funding is
established to support these activities, a
sustainable Capital Improvement Plan should
be developed.

IMMEDIATE NEXT STEPS

To begin advancing the goals outlined in the
action plan, it is recommended that Jerome
Township prioritize the following immediate

next steps:

» Develop of a Capital Improvement
Plan (CIP) to systematically allocate
resources for park enhancements
such as tree planting, trail
construction, and land acquisition.
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* Establish a volunteer-based
organization, such as a “Friends of”
groups—to build grassroots support,
assist with programming, and attract
philanthropic contributions.

e Continue engagement with MORPC
to leverage their free technical
services, particularly in crafting a
comprehensive trails master plan.

» Pursue public-private partnerships
to fund recreational maintenance and
improvements, and ease financial
pressures while fostering a sense of
shared investment in the community’s
outdoor spaces.

Additional MORPC resources and relevant
case studies of successful volunteer-based
organizations and public-private partnerships
for parks are provided in the next few pages.

OTHER MORPC RESOURCES

MORPC'’s Technical Assistance program can
be engaged for free assistance in developing
a trails plan.

Contact: Jordan Petrov |
jpetrov@morpc.org

Continued engagement with the MORPC
Greenway Planning Studio will offer
opportunities for collaboration with
neighboring communities and access to best
practices and fresh ideas.

Contact: Melinda Vonstein, AICP |
mvonstein@morpc.org

CentralOhioGreenways.com
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Case Studies:
Volunteer-Based Organizations

FLOW - FRIENDS OF THE LOWER
OLENTANGY WATERSHED *

Mission: “Keep the Olentangy River and its
tributaries clean and safe for all to enjoy, through
public education, volunteer activities, and
coordination with local decision-makers.” *

Organizational governance: FLOW was
formed in August 1997 as a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization (Source: ProPublica). According
to their 2024 annual report, there are 12 unpaid
board and staff members and a large volunteer
base, adding to 4,000 hours of service in 2024.

Impact: For the past 28 years, the organization
has successfully coordinated volunteers and
service events such as litter cleanups, invasive
species removal, and educational initiatives to
protect the Lower Olentangy Watershed. Some
of their public awareness campaigns include

a storm drain art project, workshops, and

1 FLOW | Friends of the Lower Olentanqy Watershed

accessible education content online, such as
webinars and story maps. With strong volunteer
mobilization, it handles many stewardship
programs, organizing regular community
services events, combining education with
hands-on restoration.

Financial sustainability: Their operational
sustainability relies on diverse funding

sources through grants, partnerships, and
community support—increasing the total assets
from about $50K in 2008 to approximately
$427K in 2024 (Source: Form 990 tax filings
from 2011 to 2023). Support ranges from
individual donations, large employers and

local businesses contributions to partnerships
with organizations and grant providers—

such as placement with Americorp fellows,
partnerships with OSU student organizations
and departments, and grants from the Columbus
Foundation.
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FMCPT - FRIENDS OF MADISON
COUNTY PARKS AND TRAILS *2

Mission: Complete and maintain the critical
link of the Ohio to Erie Trail through Madison
County, connecting the Ohio River to Lake Erie.

Community Vision: “We believe our efforts to
enhance and maintain our little section of the
wonderful Ohio to Erie Trail bring value to the
city of London and all of Madison County.

By striving to be one of rural Ohio’s nicest
sections of the Trail, we want to help show
visitors the beauty and welcoming charm of our
community — from the lovely remnant prairie
flora lining the trails to the helpful services to
be found here to the heartfelt warmth of the
people.” 12

Organizational governance: Friends of
Madison County Parks and Trails (FMCPT) was
formed in 1999 and became a 501 (c) (3) non-
profit organization in February 2002 (Source:
ProPublica). Staffed by an all-volunteer team
dedicated to supporting the Madison County
Park District and the City of London. The Board
of Directors is composed of 16 members and 6
Advisory Board members.

Impact: FMCPT'’s primary goal is to complete
and maintain the critical link of the Ohio to

Erie Trail through Madison County, connecting
the Ohio River to Lake Erie. Volunteers help
maintain the bike trail in Madison County. They
have helped prepare the Trail for construction by
disposing of rubbish, clearing and burning brush
along the proposed trail corridor, and working
with local authorities to plan and coordinate
construction logistics. Their efforts have reduced
the cost of construction, resulting in more miles

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo o

12 EMCPT — Ride On!

of paved Trail, staffed information booths at
various local events, and kept the community
informed of the benefits of the Trail-all helping to
make London a bicycle-friendly community.

Positive results have granted regional
recognition as a model for rural trail
development that balances visitor services with
community enhancements. Regular monthly
meetings keep the community informed and
engaged.

Financial sustainability: The following key
factors contribute to their long-term viability.

A diverse funding base reduces dependency
risk, while community investment creates local
stakeholder buy-in. Strategic partnerships
multiply the impact of limited resources,

and transparent operations have built donor
confidence over time. Additionally, commitment
to their long-term vision continues to attract
support from funders.

Revenue streams come from five primary
sources: 1) Direct community support from
membership and sponsorship programs; 2)
Corporate partnerships such as the Kroger
Community Rewards program; 3) Local
business donations from Madison County-area
companies; 4) Annual fundraising events such
as Pancake Breakfasts and online auctions;
And 5) In-kind contributions that include donated
labor and materials from community partners.
Total assets increased from $86 in 2008 to
$290K in 2023 (Source: Form 990 tax filings
from 2011 to 2023).
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Case Studies:

Public-Private Partnerships for Parks

.-’ '

Photb credit: ULI | Successful F;art'nerships for Parks
\ A

According to the ULI report, park development
increseangly requires innovative cross-sector
partnerships to address funding gaps and
community needs.

Cross-sector partnerships enables communities
to overcome funding constraints while delivering
high-quality, equitable green spaces. Success
requires intentional relationship-building, clearly
defined roles, and alignment around community
centered outcomes.

While this study focused primarily on larger
urban areas, it offers valuable lessons

for Jerome Township regarding potential
partnerships arrangements and insights for
creating and sustaining parks that promote
community health and wellness.

The following is a summary presenting key
findings, including success factors, partnership
framework, and five strategic partnership
opportunities.

13 ULI | Successful Partnerships for Parks

“Cross-sector partnerships
can help bridge the gap
between community

needs and available public
resources for parks.” *

Urban Land Institute, Successful Partnerships
for Parks: Collaborative Approaches to Advance
Equitable Access to Open Space (Washington,
DC: ULI, 2020).

SUCCESS FACTORS

Clear role definition: Each partner should
have specific, well-defined roles throughout
design, development, and operation phases,
with responsibilities assigned to the actor best
positioned to execute successfully.

Mutual value creation: Successful partnerships
create measurable value for all parties—
whether through financial returns, community
health outcomes, or organizational mission
advancement.

Community Engagement: Meaningful
community engagement ensures that resident
priorities influence final design decisions and
positively impact development outcomes.
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Case Studies:
Public-Private Partnerships for Parks

PARTNERSHIP FRAMEWORK:
KEY SECTOR PARTNERS & ROLES

PUBLIC SECTOR
» Parks departments: Accountability,
enforcement of access agreements,
capital investments

» City agencies: Leasing land, managing
partnerships, coordinating development
PRIVATE SECTOR
* Real estate developers: Park

development, maintenance, capital
investments

» Businesses/corporations: Funding,
event sponsorship, ongoing revenue
streams

NON-PROFIT SECTOR

e« Community development corporations:

Affordable housing integration, resident
advocacy

* Neighborhood groups: Community
engagement, ensuring parks reflect local
needs

PHILANTROPIC SECTOR
* Private foundations: Funding
coordination, advancing equity and health
priorities
* Individual donors: Capital contributions,
program sponsorship

FIVE STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

1. Save Time and Money: Leverage Private
Development Efficiency

Private developers can act quickly without public
procurement constraints while the public sector
maintains oversight and access standards.

2. Capture Value: Fund Parks Through
velopment-Generated Revenue

Incentivize private land conversion to park space
through density bonuses and direct increased
property values into park operations and
improvements.

3. Serve Residents, Advance Health and
Equity: Center Community Needs in
Partnership Design

Include locally identified uses to unlock targeted
philanthropic funding and support nonprofit
capacity to shape equitable outcomes.

4. Promote Resilience: Build Climate-
Adaptive Park Infrastructure

Parks departments can leverage significant land
holdings for resilience impact while cross-sector
expertise ensures comprehensive resilience
planning.

5. Connect People, Activate Parks: Create
Sustainable Activation and Connectivity
Partnerships with businesses provide steady
revenue streams while economic development
organizations maximize community connections.
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