JEROME TOWNSHIP, UNION COUNTY, OHIO
CEMETERY RULES AND REGULATIONS

SECTION 1 PURPOSE

These rules and regulations are adopted in accordance with the powers and purposes
of Chapter 517 of the Ohio Revised Code and such other applicable law, to provide for
the care, protection, and maintenance of public cemeteries under control of the Board of
Township Trustees. These rules and regulations are intended to provide for the
allotment of lots or niches to families or individuals, for the care, supervision, and
improvement of the lots, to control public access to the cemeteries, and for such other
purposes as may be provided by applicable law.

SECTION 2 ORGANIZATION AND APPLICABILITY

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 517 of the Ohio Revised Code, the titles to
public cemeteries within Jerome Township are vested with the Board of Township
Trustees. The cemeteries under the jurisdiction of the Board are commonly known as
Jerome Cemetery, New California Cemetery, and Pleasant Hill Cemetery. These rules
and regulations have been adopted by the Board in accordance with the purposes
provided by applicable law, as restated herein, and are applicable to all owners of lots
or niches or other burial rights, visitors, and Township employees designated by the
Board to enforce them. The Board may designate such employees of the Township to
enforce these rules and regulations for the purposes provided herein. The Board or its
designee(s) may use any lawful means to compel compliance with these rules and
regulations. The Board reserves the power, in accordance with Chapter 517 of the Ohio
Revised Code and other applicable law, to make or issue such other temporary rules
and orders as may be required for the good management of the cemeteries in
accordance with the purposes provided herein. Violations of these rules and
regulations are punishable in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 517 of the Ohio
Revised Code.

The Board may, from time to time, grant waivers from the provisions of these rules and
regulations or authorize other actions or activity within the grounds of a cemetery. Such
waivers or authorizations may be granted when the proposed actions or activities are
consistent with the general purposes and intent of these rules and regulations and will
not negatively impact the public health, safety or general welfare. Such waivers or
authorizations shall typically be granted in writing.



These rules and regulations may be amended from time to time by the Board in
accordance with Chapter 517 of the Ohio Revised Code without publication or other
specific notice to owners of lots or niches except as may be required therein or by other
applicable law.

SECTION 3 DEFINITIONS

Except where specifically defined herein, all words used in these rules and regulations
shall carry their customary meaning. The following listed words are specifically defined
for use in these rules and regulations:

“Board” means the Board of Township Trustees of Jercme Township, Union County,
Ohio.

“‘Burial Vault” means an outside burial container, as specified by the Board, to encase
human remains.

“Cemetery” shall mean the grounds, monuments, and other appurtenances of any
public cemeteries under the jurisdiction of the Board of Township Trustees as provided
for herein.

*Columbarium” shall mean a stone structure containing small compartments called
niches for funeral urns to be stored.

“Grave” shall mean a place of burial for a dead body, typically a hole dug in the ground
and marked by a stone or mound.

“Lot" shall mean a small piece of land in a cemetery used for the interment of human
remains. The term "lot” shall include the term "niche” unless specifically stated
otherwise, or whenever it is clear from the context of a rule that such rule should not
apply to a niche. :

“Marker” shall mean any permanent fixture, including a monument style marker as
defined herein but not include a military veteran flag holder, upon a cemetery lot at or
above the surface of the ground which is used to designate the location of a grave,
commemorate the deceased individual buried in the grave, or similar purposes subject
to such other rules and regulations as may be provided herein.

“‘Monument” shall mean a style of marker placed upon a cemetery lot that extends
above the surface of the ground and conforms to such cother rules and regulations as
may be provided herein.

“Niche” shall mean a small compartment in a columbarium for the placement of funeral
urns.

"Owner” shall mean the owner of cemetery lots or niches or of other rights of interment.



“Interment” shall mean burial of the remains of a deceased human being, including
cremated human remains, within a cemetery lot or niche or other designated gravesite
within the grounds of a cemetery.

SECTION 4 SUPERVISION OF CEMETERIES

The Board shall take responsible precautions to protect owners within the Cemeteries
from loss or damage, but it distinctly disclaims all responsibility for loss or damage from
causes beyond its reasonable control. The Board is not and shall not be liable for
damage caused by elements, acts of God, common enemy, thieves, vandals, strikers,
malicious mischief makers, explosions, unavoidable accidents, invasion, insurrections,
riots, or orders of any military or civil authority, where the damage be direct or collateral.

The Board will provide for the continued care and maintenance of the cemeteries in
accordance with applicable law. The general care of the grounds of the cemeteries and
all improvements thereon are hereby assumed by the Board. The Board or its
designee(s) shall direct all improvements within the grounds and upon all lots before
and after interments, including, but not limited to grading, landscaping, opening of
graves, the installation, trimming or removal of trees, shrubs, or other plants, and the
general maintenance of the grounds of the cemeteries.

The Board reserves the power to, without notice, modify, enlarge, reduce, replant, or
change the boundaries or grading of the grounds of the cemeteries, including the power
to erect, construction, modify, remove, or change the location of any walkways, paths,
or other improvements located on the grounds of the cemeteries but not a part of a
particular lot. The Board may install, maintain, modify, or cperate any pipes, drainage
areas, or other water features on portions of the grounds of the cemeteries not
conveyed for interments. The Board reserves the power to utilize any portion of the
grounds of the cemeteries as may be necessary or convenient for the purposes of
preparation for interment of any remains, or for general maintenance purposes.

Except as provided by these rules and regulations, no person shall perform any work on
iots, graves, or other areas of the grounds of the cemeteries without authorization from
the Board or its designee(s). This shall include, but not be limited grading, landscaping,
opening of graves, the installation, trimming or removal of trees, shrubs, or other plants,
the operation of outdoor power equipment or any other maintenance or modification of
the grounds of cemeteries. Questions or concerns about the maintenance of the
grounds should be directed to the Board or its designee(s). The Board reserves the
power to make determinations about appropriate maintenance and improvements within
the grounds of the cemeteries in accordance with the purposes of these rules and
regulations, and for the general safety and welfare of the public.

SECTION 5 GENERAL RULES FOR CEMETERY GROUNDS

The grounds of the cemeteries shall be open to the public for visitation daily from
sunrise fo sunset. No person shall be within or about the grounds of the cemeteries



other than during those hours. The Board or its designee(s) may, for good cause and in
the interest of public safety, restrict access to the hours of public visitation or restrict
access to certain portions of the cemetery grounds as needed. Such restrictions will be
posted at the appropriate location of the restriction if practicable.

No person shali place or allow to be placed trash, litter, pet waste, or other similar
debris upon the grounds of any cemetery. No person shall allow any animals to run at
large within the grounds of any cemetery. Dogs are permitted as long as they are on a
leash. No alcohol may be consumed within a cemetery. No person shall engage in any
hunting, trapping, fishing, athletics, or similar activity within the grounds of any
cemetery, or engage in any other activity that prevents or interferes with the general use
of the cemetery grounds by the public or maintenance operations thereof. Unless
authorized by the Board, no person shall pluck, take, or remove any plant or flower,
either wild or cultivated, from any part of the grounds of the cemeteries.

SECTION 6 SALE & PURCHASE OF CEMETERY LOTS

Cemetery lots within Jerome Cemetery and New California Cemetery may be
purchased in accordance with the provisions contained herein. 1n no case may any one
person purchase more than ten (10) cemetery lots except by written permission of the
Board. Pleasant Hill Cemetery shall be closed to new interments, and no lots or other
interment rights shall be sold, or burials conducted within that cemetery except by
written approval of the Board. The Board may, by majority vote and without other
specific notice, open or close sections of Jerome Cemetery or New California Cemetery
to sales of additional lots.

The following persons are eligible to purchase cemetery lots:

1. A current resident of the incorporated or unincorporated areas of the Township,
upon presentation of proof of residency;

2. The owner of record of real property located within the incorporated or
unincorporated areas of the Township, upon presentation of proof of ownership,
when such land is used primarily for residential or agricultural purposes at the
time of purchase; or

3. The immediate family member of a resident as described above, owner of real
property as described above, or of any person already interred in a cemetery.
For the purposes of this section, immediate family members include a spouse,
children, parents, grandparents, siblings, father-in-law, mother-in-law, brother-in-
taw, sister-in-law, grandparents-in-law, step-children, step-parents, or step-
grandparents. In such situations, documentation must be provided.

Exceptions — Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Board may, at its sole discretion, grant
written exceptions to these requirements. In determining whether to exercise this
power, the Board shall consider, but not be limited to, the following factors:
1. Whether the prospective purchaser is a former resident of the Township;
2. Whether the prospective purchaser is a current or former owner of a business
located within the Township;



The duration of the prospective purchaser’s residency or business ownership;
The amount of time, if any, that the prospective purchaser has not been a
resident of the Township; or

5. Any extraordinary ties that the prospective purchaser might have fo the
Township.
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Whenever a purchaser meets the eligibility requirements provided herein or is granted a
written exception by the Board, the sale of cemetery lots or niches shall be conducted in
accordance with the provisions of Section 517.07 of the Ohio Revised Code. Upon
completion and submission of any required forms or administrative tasks provided by
the Board and payment of the applicable fee provided for by the Schedule of Cemetery
Fees, the Fiscal Officer shall issue a deed to the purchaser. In no case will a deed to
any cemetery lot or niche be issued until such a time as the required fee is paid.

Except as specifically permitted by these rules and regulations, no cemetery lot or
niche, portion thereof, or other interment right within a cemetery may be sold, assigned,
bargained, transferred, or pledged to any party other than the Board without the written
approval of the Board. The Board reserves the power to repurchase any unused lot or
niche from its owner at the price originally paid by the owner. Upon death of the owner
of a cemetery lot or niche the interment rights will descend to his or her heirs according
to applicable law. Any person claiming ownership rights to a cemetery lot or niche as
an heir of the original owner will be required to present to the Board any documentation
deemed necessary to establish such rights. This may include, but not be limited to, a
certified copy of a proper order of a probate court directing the distribution of the
interment right.

SECTION 7 FUNERAL SERVICES & BURIALS

Interment rights shall be used for no other purpose than the disposition of human
remains. In accordance with applicable law, no animal remains shall be interred within
the cemeteries. No person may scatter human remains or other materials within the
grounds of the cemeteries.

Funeral services or burials shall be authorized within the grounds of the cemeteries in
accordance with these rules and regulations. In order to provide an appropriate and
reascnable amount of time for the preparation of a lot or niche or grave, funeral services
and burials must be scheduled and confirmed by the Board or their designee(s) a
minimum of forty-eight {(48) hours in advance of the service or burial. The general hours
for burials and funeral services shall be Monday through Saturday between the hours of
9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Burials and funeral services intended o be held on a Monday
must be scheduled no later than the preceding Thursday.

Due to the general needs of the public for cemetery access, special events, the
availability of Township employees to open and close graves, and other factors, no
funerals or burials may occur on the following holidays:



New Year's Day

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
President’'s Day

Easter Sunday

Memorial Day

Juneteenth

Independence Day

L.abor Day

. Veteran's Day

10. Thanksgiving Day & the following Friday
11, Christmas Eve & Christmas Day
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The Board may, at its sole discretion, postpone, reschedule, or temporarily restrict
funeral services or burials due to inclement weather, administrative necessity, or other
factors.

The Board will be responsible for scheduling the funeral service or burial, opening the
grave, closing the grave, and perferming such other reasonable maintenance to the
cemetery grounds within the area of the cemetery lot before and at the conclusion of the
service or burial. The general rules for conduct within or upon the grounds of a
cemetery and the general rules for the decoration of graves as provided herein shall
apply during any funeral service. The person/funeral home conducting the funeral
service is responsible for temporary tents, decorations and cleaning up any trash or
debris caused by the funeral. Whenever a casket is buried in a grave, it must be
enclosed in a burial vault meeting the acceptable specifications for the size of the
casket and depth of the burial.

SECTION 8 PERMISSION TO BURY

Before the Township will approve any burial, the Owner(s) of the cemetery lot(s) must
deliver to the Township a notarized "permission to bury” document to the Board. Such
documents shall be in the form provided by the Board

SECTION 9 DISINTERMENT, RE-INTERMENT, & REMOVAL

Disinterment, re-interment, or removal shall be as provided by applicable law, including
but not limited to, the provisions of R.C. §§ 517.071, 517.072, 517.23, and 517.24, as
amended. Whenever required by applicable law, a copy of any disinterment or removal
permit, or similar order shall be provided to the Board prior to such disinterment or
removal.

Upon request for disinterment or removal, compliance with the provisions found herein
and other applicable law, the Board will cause the grave to be opened, but exhumation
and transportation of the casket, urn, or other remains from the gravesite shali be the
responsibility of the party requesting the disinterment. Disinterment’s shall not be



condtcted on Sundays or holidays unless prior written approval is granted by the Board.
Whenever remains are proposed to be disinterred from one gravesite and re-interred at
another gravesite within the grounds of a public cemetery controlled by the Board, such
procedures as provided herein shall be applicable to the gravesite to which the remains

will be re-interred, including any applicable fees provided by the Schedule of Cemetery
Fees.

SECTION 10 MONUMENTS, FOUNDATIONS, & OTHER MARKERS

Each grave shall be permitted no more than two (2) markers. One (1) of the permitted
markers may be a monument style marker. All primary markers shall be placed along
the head of the grave. The width of such a marker may not exceed seventy-five (75)
percent of the width of the lot. Whenever any marker extends across two cemetery lots,
it shall be considered a companion marker and shall be counted as one of the two
permitted markers for each respective cemetery lot. The width of such companion
markers may not exceed seventy-five (75) percent of the width of the lots, in aggregate.

When a second marker is used, such as a footstone, veteran's marker, or similar
marker, such markers may not be monument style markers. Such markers shall be
placed opposite the primary marker, at the foot of the grave. Information about veteran’s
markers can be obtained from a funeral director, by contfacting the Township Hall, or by
contacting the US Department of Veteran’s Affairs directly.

Whenever the primary marker is @ monument, a concrete foundation shall be required.
Such foundations shall be poured by Township employees fo standard specifications,
following the payment of the appropriate fees for services found in the Schedule of
Cemetery Fees. Such concrete foundations will be poured as soon as reasonably
possible during the months of April through October, weather permitting. The pouring of
foundations may be postponed by the Board at any time without notice based on
inclement weather, including but not limited to rain, snow, and freezing temperatures,
and other administrative needs. Due to the large number of requests sometimes
submitted, and the maintenance needs of the grounds of the cemeteries, requests for
new foundations submitted less than three (3) weeks in advance of Memorial Day or
Veteran's Day may not be honored untif after those respective holidays have passed.
The Board will not guarantee that any foundation can be poured, and other similar work
completed by any specific date. In no case will any foundation work be completed when
temperatures are below freezing.

SECTION 11 GRAVESITE PLANTINGS & DECORATIONS
Following a funeral or burial, flowers will be left on the grave for one (1) week. Once a
burial is completed, the Board will cause the gravesite to be graded and will plant grass.

Such grading and seeding will be completed as soon as practical following a burial, but
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is subject to the availability of Township employees, the effects of the settling of the sail
at the gravesite, weather, and other factors.

Following the seeding of grass as described above, gravesites may be decorated in
accordance with the provisions found herein. Except as may otherwise be allowed by
these rules and regulations, or unless otherwise permitted by written authorization of the
Board, the foliowing gravesite decorations shall be prohibited:

Bird baths, statues or figurines not permanently affixed to a monument.

Any item or container made of glass, including jars, bottles, and similar items.
Plaques not permanently affixed to a monument,

Lighting fixtures of any kind.

Fences, landscape borders or similar framework.

Stones, rocks, bricks, or similar masonry materials.

Toys, lawn ornaments, lawn banners, shells, or similar memorabilia.

Paper, cardboard, fabric, or similar materials are not sufficiently weatherproof for
outdoor use or display.

9. Any plant, including cut flowers, with thorns that are likely to injury.

10. Any other materials or objects used to create a border around a gravesite or lot.
11.Any object determined by the Board or their designee to be a hazard to the public
or that hinders the general maintenance of the cemetery.
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Any cut or artificial flowers shall be placed directly upon or immediately adjacent to the
marker. Whenever cut or artificial flowers are placed in a vase or similar container
which is not otherwise permanently attached to the marker, such container shall be
durable, designed for outdoor use, and placed directly on the marker or on the surface
of the ground immediately adjacent to the marker. No vases or containers shall be
placed in-ground on any grave or other portion of the cemetery grounds without written
authorization from the Board.

Flowers, including annuals or perennials may be planted adjacent to a monument.

Such plantings shall be located on the side of the monument containing the buried
remains, may not extend beyond the width of the monument, and may not extend
further than twelve (12) inches from the base of the monument. A “shepherd’s rod”
flower basket support may he placed at a gravesite provided that the base of such
support is flush with the monument, the basket of flowers is placed directly above the
monument, and the basket displays only live flowers. No other objects may be attached
to such supports, and the top of the support may not exceed five (5) feet from the
general surface of the ground at the location of the monument.

Graves may be decorated with grave blankets or wreaths between November 15 to
March 15. A grave blanket or similar decoration must be placed upon the surface of the
ground, and in no case may a grave blanket or similar decoration extend more than one
(1) inch above the surface of the ground. The Board may remove such decorations that
remain after March 15 in accordance with the provisions of this section.



No person shall plant trees, shrubs, bushes, or similar plants on any grave or on any
portion of the cemetery grounds without authorization from the Board. Such requests
for planting shall be at the sole discretion of the Board. if the Board determines to grant
permission for such plantings, the Board may restrict the location or specify the type of
plant materials to protect the public safety or provide for efficient maintenance.

Whenever a grave is decorated in a manner that is not consistent with the rules and
regulations provided herein or any grave decorations are determined by the Board to be
hindering general maintenance, abandoned, unsightly, diseased, dead, overgrown, a
nuisance, or a hazard, the Board may cause for removal of said decoration from the
grave or cemetery grounds without notice. Any plant materials or objects removed by
the Board from the grounds of the cemeteries may be considered abandoned property
and subject to disposal in accordance with applicable law and standard operations of
the Township. The Board assumes no responsibility for such materials and objects, and
lot owners or other persons placing such materials or objects should have no
expectation of their return if placed upon the grounds of the cemeteries.

SECTION 12 ADDITIONAL RULES FOR COLUMBARIUM NICHES

The maximum number of urns per niche shall be no more than two (2) urns. The
general dimensions of each niche shall be as follows: 12"x12"x12”, or such other
dimensions as may be from time to time determined by the Board.

The front or face of each niche may be engraved with the names and dates of birth
and/or death of the individual persons interned therein and such other standardized
engravings, including but not limited to military emblems. Such engravings shall be
limited to no more than two (2) persons per niche. Any engraving shall be performed
only by a contractor designated by the Board for such work, and all costs shall be borne
by the owner of the niche.

No other engraving or attachments of any kind shall be permitted. No person shall
attach any object, drill into, or otherwise deface the face or front of any niche, or any
other portion of a columbarium without the written permission of the Board.

No person shall mount or place decorations or memorabilia, including artificial flowers,
upon the face or front of any niche, regardless of the ownership of said niche, or
adjacent to any columbarium. All fresh flowers placed adjacent to the columbarium at
the time of a funeral will be removed after five (5) days. Decorations and memorabilia
placed in violation of the rules provided herein may be removed subject to the
procedures provided in Section 11 above.

SECTION 13 SCHEDULE OF CEMETERY FEES

The Board may, in accordance with the powers provided by Chapter 517 of the Ohio
Revised Code, adopt a schedule of fees and other charges which shall be known as the
Schedule of Cemetery Fees. Such Schedule may be amended from time to time at the



sole discretion of the Board, shall be available for public inspection at the Township
Hall, and may be posted at such other locations as may be determined by the Board.

Except as may otherwise be provided herein, all applicable fees for interments and
other services provided by the Schedule shall be invoiced to the funeral director or other
responsible party. Such invoices shall be due upon receipt and must be paid within
thirty (30) days. Payments may be made by cash, check, money order, or other form
acceptable to the Fiscal Officer in accordance with applicable law, and any check or
money order shall be made payable to Jerome Township.

SECTION 14 SEVERABILITY

Should any provision of these rules and regulations be declared by the courts to be
unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the rules and
regulations, or any part thereof other than the provision so declared to be
unconstitutional or invalid.

SECTION 15 REPEAL OF PRIOR RULES & REGULATIONS

The existing rules and regulations for the cemeteries under the control of the Board or
any parts thereof that were previously adopted by the Board are hereby repealed.

SECTION 16 OPEN MEETINGS ACT COMPLIANCE

It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Board concerning and relating to
the adoption of these rules and regulations were adopted in an open meeting of this
Board, and that all deliberations of the Board and any of its committees that resulted in
such formal action, were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal
requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

SECTION 17 EFFECTIVE DATE

These rules and regulations shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest
period allowed by law.

Jerome Township, Union County, Ohio
Township Hall/Administrative Offices
9777 Industrial Parkway, Plain City, Ohio 43064

(614) 873-4480 Ext. 100
jerometownship@jerometownship.com

10



Office Hours:
Monday — Friday: 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Adopted this &“‘ day of_ﬁ‘gi\._.JML, 2025,
=11 ]/
LA/ T @LM

Chairpersow/ Board'of TownsHip Trustees Fiscal Officer

(Rag, 25- 0(0‘1)
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